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Encounters Festival to launch Immersive strand in 2017
This year’s Encounters Short Film and Animation Festival will be a platform for the best in virtual reality and immersive filmmaking in 2017, with a pair of Immersive Encounters events and competition programme showcasing 40 entries to the competition’s VR filmmaking strand.
Taking place from 19th to 24th September, Encounters will showcase the best in emerging talent in all forms of filmmaking, including four days of screenings of virtual reality and 360° films.  
The festival will dedicate Watershed 3 to a collaborative viewing experience of its submissions from the best new filmmakers making VR/AR and 360° work.
Festival Director Rich Warren explains;
“Often VR experiences are isolating and you can feel exposed as you’re wearing a headset while others watch you react. The idea at our Immersive Encounters showcase is to see the best of the films submitted to the competition in a cinema environment which will be a shared experience for the audience. This will be a series of bookable screenings where everyone can experience the films throughout the festival. Although it’s very much an emerging form of filmmaking, we will be giving VR and augmented reality cinema the same focus as the rest of the festival and pushing the boundaries of immersive experiences.” 
In a huge coup for the festival, Electronic musician, AV producer and visual artist Stuart Warren-Hill will be showing his futuristic music/VR crossover piece, Holotronica 3D at Encounters, taking over the Arnolfini with an immersive experience. The album, which took five years to make and was the world’s first 3D AV release, merged sound and colour frequencies that gave anyone watching on a 3D TV screen the feeling that the noise and visuals were ‘jumping’ out of the screen. This will take place at Arnolfini on Friday 22nd September at 8.30pm with tickets going on sale next week.
Encounters is highly regarded in the industry and recognised as a gateway to the Academy Awards® and leading film prizes in Europe, such as the BAFTAs and the European Film Awards. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]For further information visit www.encounters-festival.org.uk or follow @EncounterSFF on Twitter and Instagram, or Encounters Short Film Festival on Facebook.
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ENCOUNTERS FESTIVAL
Encounters Festival is a qualifying UK festival for the Oscars®, BAFTAs, European Film Awards and Cartoon d’Or.   The longest running competitive short film and animation festival in the UK, Encounters Festival provides a platform for emerging and established filmmakers from around the world, and a unique meeting place for the industry.
Encounters Festival is funded by Bristol City Council and the MEDIA Programme of the European Union.  
Encounters Festival Main Sponsors include University of the West of England and Aardman Animations.
Encounters Festivals Ltd operates as an independent company and is a registered charity. For more details visit: www.encounters-festival.org.uk

